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SLINGIN' THE SCIBNTIFICTIONAL
B Wil 3cn Moskowltz

Hsllo, Boys. I'm glad to be woek &t something I enjoy doing.
The list of indcbtodness has prown slim. The outstending subscriptions
to New Foendow, Cosmic Telos, Fontesy Times and tho nover-revived Fen-
tosy Yegezine ere fow in number, rn¢ on the mrin hove not long to run.
3ut while we cen, not onc obligrtion gsholl go unpsid. If you hedé oub-
stonding subseriptions to £ny of the chove-mentioncé fon megs, you
should not be surpriscd to find this token of ccknowlcdgement in your
rril box's at intecrvels.,

We shell try to eppeer worc Or 1ess regularly (monthly maybe). Our
treppings and ~rubrllishments are few, We htve no fincry tnd wc shnll
breek nc prececdents, It is our hope, thet the contents of this publi-
ertion shrll m-rit ¢ fow minutes jntercst on our rocders pert, We
ghrll preaent o review of the ncws ccch month, as gr.insaycd from Frn-
trsy Fiction Ficld, Frnowscerd, Nebule and cny other frn or pro publi-
~rtions we enn gct our grefsy prows on. We shell present céitoriels of
porsonel opinion onont selicnt itoms of fentasy intcrest. Thore will
be rovicws of the pro's cné of importont scicnce-fontosy volumog. - O¢c-
orasionel columns rnd rrticles of curront intorcst wdll £lso be includ~-
¢d. s If gou likc us we'll Dbc zled, 1f you don't we'll still koop com-
ins until therc's no wore fun in it for us. And plweys romcmber thisi
Qur proes Gro opcni K

Téitoriclly we would 1likc to come out in support of Julius Ungers
remrrzeblc weokly FAITASY FICTION F1ELD, in whoseo peges your editors
TIMT STREAM eolumn £p)pGCE.rse rogularly with spot nows. With ite Science
Fiction Book Bibliogrephy, New Iunpi-Index of £ll pro stf. megse prior
to 1938 spperring £8 regular premiums, coupled with ite own largo wosk-
1y oditions of finc nows cCOVCILSo it is on outstending vrluc in the
ficld ot 5 centes n copy from Julius Unror, 6401 24th Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y.
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TEE TINE STREAM, following tho current of importent hep-
ponings in the fantasy field es anrlyzed by SAM MOSKOWITZ.

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION:- THE FIRST DIGEST SIZE STF, MAGAZINE.

From tho vory first the cute digost-sizcd ASTOUNDINGS won my &p-
provel, Their compactness, rerdobility, noetness and distinguished ro-
togravurc scction coupled with the additionel rdvantages of better in-
torior mcko-up, convenience in meiling the magezine to service men end
no approeinble loss in ronding metter smecked more of progross then ox-
pedieney. The quclity of the rocding metter wns more irrsgular then is
usurlly found in ASTOUNDING but high spote were not entirely lacking.
Tho amezing Honry Kuttnor undor his Lourence O 'Donnell non de plume
turned out & renking noveletto in "The Children's Hour" in the Mcrch,
1944 numbor. "Far Centoures" rcoted high on tho list of &, E. ven Vogts
botter storios despite his voluminous output. The return of Murray
Leinstcr to tho longor sciontifietionnl longths was o triumph for A3-
TOUNDINZ. His story "Plaguc" in the Feb., 19%#%# number, whils not of
clesgic proportions wes of cminently respecteblo rendability. In the
1rst few months "Ogre" by Clifford D, Simek end "Fricessee in Four Di-
mensions" by P, Schuyler Millor heve ©lso been outstanding., Tho resur-
gonco of opinion docrying the inclusion of even good fantesy in LASTOUND-
INe ace noted whon Crmpbell incluéoed & left-ovor from UNKNOWN, "We
Print the Truth" by Anthony Bouchor in tho Docembor, 1943 number of A8~
TOUNDINZ. Somcwhore in beck of tho average sciocnce fiction readers
mind is & knawing foar thnt the publiection of straight scicnce fietion
might loso out if fantesy were included rcgularly in scicnce fiction me-
gr.zincs. This mrkos it tough on Stroct & Smith who have bought ~nd
peid for & number of mconuscripts of UNKNOWN, and obviously 4LSTOUNDING
igs tho only othor mageazine cn their chrin thet cculd hope to utilize
tho UNKNOWN typo of yanrn. ASTOUNDING is now the only rcmaining nonth-
1y scicncc fiction megnzine. it is now, more then over beforc, the
locgue lending scionee fiction wagrzine.

PALVMER, ZIFF DAVIS, DERLETH & WolNDREI, POCKET SIZED SCIENCE~FANTASY

3evertl times recoently in both AMAZING STORIES AND FANTASTIC LD-
VENTURES Rcy Prlmor hes let hints fly frosly that Ziff-Davis is ser-
jously ccnsiforing unéorterking the publicetion of eith pocket-books or
stondnrd sized volumos of scicnce fietion, In tho latest FANTASTIC AD-
VENTURES ho comcs straight out cné seys thet some sort of ncgotiantions
rrc ccing on involving hugust 'W. Dorleth and Doneld Wendrei who have
sucesssfully beon directing tho publication of Arkhem House's volumes
of Lovecraft, Clerk .Lshton Smith nnd Dorloth Omnibus's. In provious
issues of his magazincs Palwmecr hns several times refcrred to JWollhoims
"Pockot Book of Seiecnce Fiction" cnd sccms improssed by the possibilie
tics guch r. modium offcrs in tho scicnec fiction ficld. Rry is not e-
lone. Wo, too, arc impresscd by the truly emazing pcsgibilities inhor-
ent in this branch of publishing. We visuslize and ontirc string of
new end classic scienco-fantasy novels and short-story colloctions, e
librery of pocket-books such as would meoke eny truc lover of scicnco-
fiction chortle with glce. In this rcgord wo refer to the history-mek-
ing publication of "The Mcon Peol" by ivon Books and thoir pro joected
publicetion of 211l the rcst of his works! ZEditcrs, recders &néd authors
plike will somedey rocognize this as o milostone in fantasy publishing,
on ovent to rank omeng the most important fontasy publishing acvences
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of tho past herlf-e-dozen years, Then, too, Honry Kuttnor telks of Pen-
guin books csking for pcrmission to reprint his "Mimsy Wero the Bero-
groves" from ASTOUNDING for o projoctod pocket-book of the fentastic &
supoerneturcl, Things portcnd, The first one to got into this brench

of fentesy publishing right, stends to profit considercbly. Polmor seys
lcttors to 2iff-Drvis requesting such & set-up woulld not be cmiss. Co-
opcration in this rospoect would be seonsible,

THRILLING WCNDERS$ STARTLING, WEIRD, PLlIOUS FANTASTIC TAKE 4 CUT

More and more the wr is moking itself foclt in the fentasy world,
Meny fontesy publicenti ons hove lepsad by the weyside, possibly never to
return, those thet remrdn heove been forced to teke drastic curtelling
neasurcs to comply with the pepor and cuthor shortege. These changes hove
been dircct ané nmerciless, Magerzines have hed to bo cbandonocd, publish-
ing shcédles longthened, DThrilling Wonder S8tories ond Startling Storics
wore forced to tdopt quarterly publicotion, amczing Stories and Fontas-
tie Adventures worc forced te gc bi-monthly, Hew, for the first time
Thrilling Jonfor Stories rnd Stertling Stories heve cut their pegos
from 128 down to 112, It is oxpccted thet Coptein Future will follow
suit, These chang6 orc made with no intent to gyp tho public, for not
only fre publishing comprnies £lloted only & certein pcrcontoge of their
formecr volumo, but the price of popcr the pest fow yoers hes been grad-
o up according to the ncutcness of thc shortege cond their ceiling price
is comfortebly high. Nct only heve pages been cut fs £ result, but tho
circulation of verious nmegrzines 1is virtually feezen. No motter what
tho demand is thoy havoe to be satisfied with £ ceiling number of salss.
If they hoppoon to be loscing money ot thet ceiling its just too bed.
Pulps ore not as brdlly cffcetecd in this regord es slicks, for many of
then were lucky to socll 40% of thcir print order before the war.

Jeird Tales hns cut her peges for ¢ seconi time, this time down to
96, &£ rocord low, Tho ocditors hnsten to point out thet dheir wordage
rencins tho same, I think thet is less important then pointing out thet
r highor stonirrd pey rosult, Aftcr a2ll, tc moke typo any smaller then
they have 1t now gculd ncecesitate tho usc of eight potnt, Thrt wey
lics blindnces, 1t 1is intoresting tc noto thet Weird Tanles is the
first pulp mehgnzine in weny, weny yoers to fecture poems on the cover
os o selling pocint, Thcot tekes norve, ondé preves whet onc recder moin-
teined: "Thet despits its format Weird Telos is net o pulp megazine

Fomous Fentestic Mystories, tco, hes teken o cut dewn to 128 poges
prom thcir previcus 144, This nmcans wore crowding then over in the el-
recéy overercowded poges of that mrzezine, And we would likeo to point
out thet the clitors have been cverdeing the prehistoric motive in sei-
ence fiction in their choieco of lend novels, whet with "Thres 30 Back"
by J. Leslic Mitchell, "The Greooteost Ldventurce" by Jchn Tein and "The
Dey of thoe Brown Horde" by Richeord Tooker, It nust be cdded howevor
thnt "The Men who Jos Thursdey" by C. X, Chesterton wes an inspired
cheice, John Tninc still has not rocevereé in ny mind frem the awful
botch jobs he difé on "Tomorrcew" cnd "Twelve Eighty-Scven". His mantle
of greatness rest precariously upon the strongth of "Sceds of Life"
eand "The Timec Streecnm", nothing e6lse has has written hes stood up along-
8ids thesc two. I wish fons would keeop thoir mouths shut about his
¥ivo unpublishod novels, sight unsecen, teking "Tomorrow" s o typical
cxample they shculd be consigncd to the whsto baskot,

THE TIME STREAM by ®am Moskowitz appears in every 1ssue FANTASY TIMES
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NEW AUTHORS OW THE RISE

The numbering of outstending ncw cuthors develepcd in tho past |
yoer hove not beon numcrous nor cutstenfing., But we find severesl in
the immcdinte spotlight. For onc, Albert de Pine sooms to hove coused
£ rilé sonsation in PLANET STORIE3, with hig fleare for the dramatic &nd
¢zcocllont dcscriptiveo powers. Morc cnd more his neme hes beon pushod
to tho front of the magnzine, until now he hns bocomeo onc of the fee-
ture writcrs of PLANET, Nothing hos come from his pen to fit tho title
clessic, nor hes he, in our opinion written anything that is botter fthon
negsingly feir, but he's being pushed and ncw THRILLING WONDER STORIES
ennounces o fenturc novelet of his for their next number,

Another now author who has continucd tc risc lately 1s Bay Brad-
bury. Ronomberings the yoors he plusged without cven cncouragcmoent.,
Xncwing that he is the posscssor of cnc cf the worlds largest collec-
tion of rcjecticn slips, ond knowing too just how poor somec of his oerly
stuff wns, onc coen't holp but fecl Just o tiny bit gled thet ho's mede
the grade ot lest, Ons hetos tc fecl thet prntonce, porsoverance ent
herd work hnve nc rocompense in the long run. Bradbury is unusuel in-
asmuch o8 since his first published yern in colleboration with Honry
Hessc he has gonc on to crack virturlly cvery publishing house in the
fantesy fieldé, incluling Panous Fontestie Mystorics whoso pogos meny of
the fincst pro's heve been uncblc to picres, His shorts now cppeer in
virtuelly every issuc of Joird Irlcs, hc hed cover roccgnition on ro-
cent AMAZINS & PLARTT STORIES, ant whilc his work hrs net beon senso—
ticnclly rcceivod, many roofers have féunt the style of writing ho hos
cevelopold casy to reod end cftcn clcver.

—— i ———— e e o e e e

REMENBER? by Larry B. Farsaci

REMPMBLCR? when Eémond Hemilton (worldé-scver) had nct yot introducod the
romentic clement in eny of his scicnec fiction ynrns ~-~ & Herry Betes
listcd a8 his secondé fovorite author Anthony Gilwmorse, none other then
Himsclf! the cthor favorites of his boing Murrey Leinster & Hemiltong
E. B, {Skylerk) Smith.

REIEMBER? how ofgorly we lockcd forward to the work of Elliot Dold,
thinking back tc his unique-styled illustrations for Miracle 3torics.
---the hendlincs: dcssc Roturnsi!! Wonder Storics Solé! Woinbeun is
"John Jcssol"l---tho sighs orising with the susponsion of Mergic Cerpot,
3trenpo Talcs, ond the cnd of the quarterlies -—- the gonuine sorrow et
the presing cwey of Joinbeur, Danicls, Loveeraft, Hownrd ~-- the sur-
prisc ot lcorning thet Charles Cloukoy hed passed on withcut our know-
lodzo nt the time, ond without his cver seeing his "Swordsman of Scrvon"
in print in AMAZING!! .

REMEMBERY the "new" ASTOUNDING «nd the term "threught veriant” --- the
Torccasss for Triplenetery, Life Everlosting, The Legion of Spece, The
Skylerk of Valeoron? --- the lcokinc-forward-to the sequols, Valley of
Dreems, 3on of OLd FPeithful, Colossus Bbtornal --- tho surprise &t fince
ing thr.t the cover of the lrst Cloyton L3TOUNDING, illustrating "Seol-
vage in Spree™, hed beocorn intcenlecd for "Triplenctery", the scrial fincl-
ly rppcaring in Lmezing Sterics eftcr having been rejectel by iWondor!
—-="The Gocd Idecs Thnt Lever Matcriclize" column --- tho lemonted supe-
posed docath of Hoy Ping Pong {Tucker) which proved only to bo a foke

ATy TN
ol l;.‘.?

instead of gecnuinc.......JRWD
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THE COSMIC REPORTER by Cpl, James V, Taurasi

Di1d you know thet tdvapse dope on the resent fanfere over the Jet
Rocket Plane recently published in all newspepers appeared in & 1941
issue of Hugo Gernsbeoks moenzine FLIGHT? The article wes written by
Willy Loy end it wns o reprint from the New York newspnper P, M, of
which Ley is scionce oditor. Gerrsbrek geve 1t & colorful cover on
his nepnzine, so it soems thet P. M, useing & science fietion author,
scooped tho world on Jet plencs by throe yeanrs! Willy Loy wrote an or-
ticlo on Rockot Guns for P, M, rocontly.....FLIGHT in Englend (not con-
neceted with Gornsback's FLIGHT) also published articlos on rocket
plenss £nd othor scientifictionsl thomos.....THE NEW YORK JOURNAL-AM-
ERICAN is publishing ¢ scriecs of "Tho World of Tomorrow" picturcs.
Theso cpperr deily &nd tho first of tho soriss depicted o grs station
0of tomorrow. Good drawings t00.....F. Orlin Tromcine is now writing
dotcctive storios for Populear Publications. Good top-notch storics!
Tromnine 7ns n momber of the 0ld Comotoers club eand adviser of this
megrzine... . Here's some Firsts for ASTOUNDING STORIES., 1.) First
smrll sizo scionco fictlon meagonzino over published., 2.) First moge-
zino to usc the words "scienco fiction" on the cover title. 3,) First
stf, wngnzino tc go "pocket size", 4,) Tho only stf. mognzine to remain
monthly sinco 1933, thru depreossion end war. Thet, in my opinion rates
ASTOUNDING tops, cven tho Johnny Campbell and I never will agrae on ine
sido oné cover illustrntions..... S )8

‘ sveeelioo Morey now doos most of tho inside illustrotiuns
for G-8, o semi-fonteosy air measrzine.....Bornsback's RADIG-CRLEFT now
fertures scientificticnel ecvors cvery month, usuclly with an articlo
by Gernsbock., The covors cre nll connocted with redio in ons woy or
another, end are deno by hlex Schomburg.....3rosset cnd Dunlep heve
Just issued n "war-time" series of the Trrzen books of Edgar Rice Bur-
roughs. Sorry, nc Martian or Venus sories, in fret they nre out ¢ -
print{ These cherp cditions centein tho same covers os the origincl
editions, but no inside illustrotions.....Wo like the new policy of
Femous Fentestic Mysterics in publishing reprints from moro unobteine-
blo books, but we still miss tho sroct Munsey Roprints. That mag should
continuo-publishing Hunsey Roprints, poliey or no poliey.....PLANET
STORIES 1s the best soller crcund this iArmy Cemp, with ASTOUNDING 2nd,
THRILLING WONDER AUD STLRTLING ccme third with AMAZING, FANTASTIC LD-
VENTURES AND CLPTALN FUTURE lest. Our P. X, cerries them £ll, but fow
are lcit on the stands by tho time the noxt issuo rolls around.....

«».Whot's this I herr cbout fcuds on the West Const? Aaron't they the
stme boys who used tc lement thet rll "fan fighting" wns dono in the
Brst???-~tsk., tsk.....Gocd cld Unger still plugging ewny with FFF, I
renocbor the dey in 1940 when He cnd I put out the first few issucss of
FFF, Soens liko quite a time rgo, eh, Julio%.....CINEMA DEPT: Two
varplro storics hit the screen rccontly. THE RETURN OF THE VAMPIRE nnd
THE SON OF DARACULL. Both were extre good. THE SON OF DRACULA shows
the Vempire actuclly cheanging from ¢ humen being into a Bat and visa
versa, while THE RETURN OF THL VALMPIRE hos Bela Lugosi, the originel
venpire, who puts fecress his role with reclism. 4 grect scene in our
minds wns when they were chrising Lugosl amid the oxplosions of o Ger-
men rrid ovor London, Two excellont pictures every fontrsy fan should

seo,..CPL, JVT,
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DEPT, OF UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Tho Novenmbor. 1941 issus of FANTLSY
TIIZS Dublished n letter from Tonm Wricht aséertinm thet Normen L.
Knight, ASTOUNDING r~uthor wes o osudonym of B, E, Smith, This asser-
tian was unequiveocally denied by the orect man himgelf, and now to sort
of make 1t completo we publish e lettar from NORUAN L. KNIZHT the
authcr in question.) Feer e T

"Since thers is no gocd recgon for my feailure to scknowledre re-
cept of the last issue of FANT.3Y TINES before me nogy. 0 hastil§
chance tho subject tc remerk that herewith is fifty cents to ccver one
yeers subscription,

"Wy first information regerdin- the controversy ebout who I am
ceme last lMey in & letter from Demon Knicht (no reletion, so far es I
know) cf Hooé River, Orsecon, in which he becked me into & corner &nd
dewanded joinf-blenk, "Who the hell are you?" The letter wes sent in
cerg of ASTCUNDING 4Lnd ceme by way of my former eddress in St 4 Louils,
according to Demon, thers had been some speculation as t0 whether I
was E, B, Smith or L. Spresue de Cewmy, Or myself. Neturelly I wes
flattered, but 2t the same time emused--which precbadly 2roves thet I'm
just orrery at heart.

"Next instellment wes FaNTLSY TIMES for December, 1941 which you
sent.

"It occurs tc me thet Dr. Swmith's deniel may not clear up the
confusion ‘comrletely, In view of Domon Knicht's lettsr, some fens mey
teke peid denial as proof thet Hormen L. Knight is L. Spregue de Cem,
unless Deron cowes forwerd and tells all {utilizing mwy rejly to his
letter), Due to the melicious stresk in my neture aforementioned, I
would lite to see if Mr, de Ceamy will also creck under the strein of
beins confused with mo e¢rnd issue e denial ¢f cur tdentity.

"Just %o clerify evorythins definitely, I will say that my neme is
rot & seudonym end thet I em not someons selse, 1ou may use this in-
Formetion s you think bdest, but I would prefer-.-as indicated above--
thet you withold it for & time &nd see what hepsens,

The itew coneernins LRGCO53Y merezine in the December TIMES brinrcs
& query to wminé: Wesn't the very first Bdcer Rice Burroughs Martian
stery (it scems o wc thet it wes cellcd "Under the Moons of Mars')
Jublighcd in & merezine called ALL-STCRY, which later merzcd with .LR-
8CSY? (ED. REPLY: Keercet on Bmrrouchs. He uscd his psdo. of Normen
3cen with thet flrst story incidentally, Its tco late to bait de

Cew. . Ho wee in scrvice way back whoen.) B R i S R T R T
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36,t., 1941, Vol. 1 No. 1 (10 cents)
Cet., 1941, Vel. 1 No. 2 (10 cents)
2rné Nov,, 1941 issuc (photo-offsct)
Dccember, 1941 issuo (photo-offset)
Jenuery, 1942 issue (photo-offset)
Junc, 1942 issue {(photo-cffsect undcr
Fentesy Reoorter titlc)

AaLL PHOTO OFFSET IS3UES 5 cents por
whilc ©Thcy lest}

Theso issues cremmed with swell
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